As part of the Erasmus+ programme, a group of 6 students and 3 teachers from Agrupamento de Escolas Irmãos Passos, in Matosinhos, Portugal, had the opportunity to participate in a mobility experience at Josip Pupačić School in the beautiful coastal town of Omiš, Croatia. This exchange provided a unique opportunity to experience a different educational environment, explore Croatian culture, and strengthen the European spirit of cooperation and friendship.
From the moment we arrived in Omiš, we were warmly welcomed by the host school community. The organization of the programme by Professor Ivica Strbac was truly outstanding, ensuring that every moment of the visit was meaningful, well-structured, and engaging. The opening reception at the school immediately set the tone for the week: we were greeted with musical performances and small dramatizations prepared by the students. These creative and heartfelt moments surprised us in the best possible way and gave us the clear feeling that the week ahead would be something truly special.
During the week, we participated in a variety of school activities alongside the local students. We attended classes, worked on collaborative projects, and took part in activities that encouraged teamwork, creativity, and communication in English. These moments allowed us to share ideas, compare educational approaches, and learn from one another’s perspectives.
The two teachers participating in the job-shadowing programme also had the opportunity to closely observe the Croatian educational system. Through classroom observation and professional discussions with their Croatian colleagues, they were able to identify both similarities and differences between the two educational systems, while exchanging teaching strategies, methodologies, and classroom practices that enriched the professional experience for everyone involved.
Beyond the academic activities, we also had the opportunity to discover the city of Omiš and its fascinating past. Learning about the legendary pirates of Omiš transported us into a wonderful world of history and imagination, helping us better understand the identity of this unique coastal town. Our cultural exploration continued with a visit to the village of Gata, where we were introduced to the remarkable stories of its historical characters and local traditions.
One of the most memorable experiences of the week was participating in the preparation of the traditional dish Soparnik. Working together to prepare this local specialty allowed us not only to taste a delicious part of Croatian gastronomy but also to connect with the community and its cultural heritage in a very authentic way.
The programme also offered moments of very different emotions. On one hand, we experienced the peaceful tranquillity of a boat trip along the Cetina River, surrounded by breathtaking natural landscapes. On the other hand, we felt the thrill and adrenaline of crossing the canyon on the famous zipline, an exciting adventure that we will never forget.
This Erasmus+ mobility was not only an educational experience but also a personal journey. It encouraged independence, open-mindedness, and intercultural awareness. Living and learning in a different country helped us step out of our comfort zones and develop important skills such as adaptability, communication, and cooperation.
In conclusion, the mobility to Josip Pupačić School in Omiš was an unforgettable experience for everyone involved. The excellent organization, the warm hospitality, and the enthusiasm of the host community made the week particularly memorable. It strengthened the partnership between our schools and demonstrated the importance of international collaboration in education. We returned to Portugal with new knowledge, lasting friendships, and a greater appreciation for European cultural diversity.
We are grateful for the opportunity provided by the Erasmus+ programme and hope that this partnership will continue to grow, allowing more students and teachers to benefit from such meaningful experiences in the future.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude for the wonderful week we experienced in Omiš. The generosity, dedication, and kindness of our Croatian hosts made this mobility truly special. We hope to have the opportunity to welcome you in Portugal in the near future and to reciprocate the same warmth and hospitality that we received during this unforgettable Erasmus+ experience.
